
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number: PE1173
 
Main Petitioner: Parisa Tadjali 
 
Subject: Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to ensure 
the continuous provision of local leisure facilities and that such facilities are 
not closed to make way for new housing or supermarket developments 
without equivalent local facilities also being provided. 
 
Introduction 
 
Although the petition subject refers to leisure facilities in general, the 
background information provided by the petitioner focuses on ice rink facilities. 
 
Provision of Ice Rinks in Scotland 
 
The Scottish Ice Rinks Association1 and the Royal Caledonian Curling Club 
(RCCC)2 note that, as at April 2008, there were 27 ice rink operators in 
Scotland with a total of 293 ice rinks.  Of these, nine were local authority 
funded facilities4 (some are run by trusts or private companies on behalf of 
local authorities) and the rest are a mixture of privately or member owned 
facilities.  Privately and member owned rinks will usually be open to members 
of the public eg Murrayfield Ice Rink in Edinburgh.  Whilst many ice rinks offer 
a range of ice sports, seven are for curling only. 
 
Issues being faced by Ice Rink Operators 
 
In 2007, the RCCC, assisted by sportscotland and the Scottish Ice Rinks 
Association, undertook a questionnaire survey5 of operators to help identify 
the problems they are facing and to inform efforts to support the long term 
future of facilities for ice sports.  The survey achieved a 71% response rate, 
and a brief summary of the survey results was published by sportscotland in 
January 2008.  A number of key issues were identified, including:  
 
1. Investment requirements in the next five to ten years – 15 responded 

to this issue, with only one of those saying no investment would be 
required.  Of the remaining 14, total figures ranged from £75,000 to £3.5m, 
totalling, at least £10.5m 

                                                 
1 Personal communication 24 April 2008 
2 Personal communication 23 April 2008 
3 Braehead is one of the operators, but it has three ice rinks. 
4 This figure includes the Aberdeen Lynx rink which has closed for refurbishment and is due to 
reopen in 18 months, and the Irvine Magnum rink, both of which were mentioned in a recent 
BBC News article (08/04/2008) as being under threat of final closure. 
5 Please note the survey was completed before the Paisley Lagoon ice rink was closed. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1173.htm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/7336777.stm


 

2. Operating costs - 90% of facilities had experienced an increase in 
overhead costs, particularly energy costs.  As a result, 85% of rinks had 
taken, or were considering taking measures, including: timers being fitted 
to non-essential systems, water recycling plans and more efficient plants.  
Only 40% of respondent rinks confirmed they had secured such funding.   

3. New EU standards on refrigeration gases - many ice rinks use an R22 
refrigerant (a hydrochlorofluorocarbon, which contributes to global 
warming.  New EU regulations come into force on 1 January 2010 and 
these will enforce the removal and replacement of plants that use them.  
Of respondents, 85% thought there would be an impact on their facility as 
a result of this legislation.  Estimated costs of complying varied widely from 
£5,000 to £500,000. 

 
The RCCC6 advised that, following the survey discussed above, it was 
developing a facilities strategy.  Whilst this will focus on curling, it may be of 
interest to ice rinks in general.   
 
The Sport Strategy and Funding 
 
Some of the issues facing ice rinks, particularly those related to facilities, are 
shared by many sporting facilities across the country.  The current national 
strategy for sport, which the Scottish Government has signed up to, is 
‘Reaching Higher: Building on the success of sport 21’ (Scottish Executive, 
2007).  It noted the significant investment required across the sporting stock in 
Scotland, and referred to both the ‘National Audit of Sports Facilities’ 
(sportscotland, 2006) and ‘The Ticking Time Bomb’ (sportscotland, 2001).  
The National Audit of Sport Facilities, which considered sports facilities 
operated by clubs, schools, further education and commercial sectors as well 
as by local authorities encompassing over 6,000 facilities in total, indicated 
that the capital cost of upgrading facilities to an acceptable standard would be 
£110m per annum or £2,742m over 25 years and a further £196m per annum 
in routine maintenance costs. 
 
As regards funding, in terms of those rinks funded through local authorities 
this will ultimately be a matter for local authorities themselves, as is the case 
for privately owned and member owned rinks.  However, operators, including 
trusts, schools, governing bodies, sports clubs as well as local authorities, can 
apply for national or lottery funding through the structures of sportscotland.   
 
The main funding strand for community sports facilities is the ‘Building for 
Sport’ (BFS) programme which consists of both Lottery and Scottish 
Government monies.  The programme is divided into two strands: 1) 
Community facilities; and 2) Training and competition facilities.  Over the 
period April 2004 to March 2008 total funding under the Building for Sport 
programme was £20.8m7, though this has only included one ice rink project – 
£214,151 for an upgrade to the South of Scotland Ice Rink Club.    

                                                 
6 Personal communication 23 April 2008 
7 Personal communication, 25 April 2008 
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http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2007/03/07105145/0
http://www.sportscotland.org.uk/ChannelNavigation/Resource+Library/Publications/National+Audit+of+Scotlands+Sports+Facilities.htm
http://www.sportscotland.org.uk/ChannelNavigation/Resource+Library/Publications/The+Ticking+Time+Bomb.htm
http://www.sportscotland.org.uk/ChannelNavigation/What+we+do/TopicNavigation/subsites/Facilities/Funding.htm
http://www.sportscotland.org.uk/ChannelNavigation/What+we+do/TopicNavigation/subsites/Facilities/Funding.htm


 

Sportscotland has advised there have been no further funding from this 
programme to ice rinks since April 20088.  
 
In addition, sportscotland also funds the ‘National and Regional Sports 
Facilities Strategy’ (NRSFS).  The aim of this strategy is to address major 
facilities needs for a number of key sports by providing a network of facilities 
for training and competition, designed to support the needs of Scotland’s elite 
athletes.  However, the facilities would also be open for community use and, 
in particular, provide increased opportunities for young people to take part in 
sport and physical activity.   The strategy seeks to deliver a number of 
facilities, including a National Curling Academy (NCA).  Sportscotland9 has 
advised that the NCA was allocated an investment of £1m under NRSFS.   
The original intention was that this would be allocated to Stirling.  At the end 
of October 2007, Stirling Council announced that it would be unable to 
support this project without additional monies.  Late in 2007, the RCCC 
advertised for expressions of interest for developing the Academy.   
Sportscotland has advised that it understands this resulted in several such 
expressions, which were reduced to a shortlist of two.  This shortlist is being 
discussed at a RCCC board meeting in October, where it will decide which 
one to put forwards as a funding application to sportscotland. 
 
Action by the Scottish Parliament  
 
Although no specific action on this issue has taken place thus far, on 10 
September 2008, the Health and Sport Committee confirmed its wish to 
continue with its Pathways into Sport inquiry, which, amongst other factors will 
consider issues concerning all sporting facilities. 
 
 
Jude Payne 
SPICe Research 
4 September 2008 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petitions briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on any 
petitions briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petitions briefings is correct at 
the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings are not 
necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 

                                                 
8 Personal communication, 4 September 2008 
9 Personal communication, 25 April 2008 
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